
THE INCAS AND THEIR ORIGINS:  SYMPOSIUM PROGRAMME 

Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, Germany — Fri. 13 to Sun. 15 June, 2014  
   

session 

starts 

ends 

duration 

  Day 1  —  Friday 13th June:          Tawantinsuyu:  Its Nature and Impacts    
linguistics 

archaeology 

genetics 

(ethno) 
history 

other 

 9:00 9:15 15’ • Welcome.  Setting this symposium in its cross-disciplinary context.      

A    TAWANTINSUYU:  ITS NATURE AND IMPACTS 
     

A1 9:15 10:15 60’ 

• General perspectives from the various disciplines. 
– The nature and strength of Inca control and impacts. 
– In particular, Inca-era population movements:  what evidence from the various disciplines? 
– How reliable are each discipline’s findings: and claims?  What is firmly established, what remains debated interpretation? 

PH DBJ LFS* AP AW 
ACL 

 10:15 10:45 30’       COFFEE      

A2 10:45 11:35 50’ • Ecuador:  incl. scale of demographic impact, and an Inca explanation for Ecuador Quichua? PM TDA FS CI  

A3 11:35 12:10 35’ • Resettlements (?) in Northern Peru:  incl. Chachapoyas, Cajamarca, ‘Cañaris’. WA     

 12:10 13:30 1h20        LUNCH          

A4a 13:30 14:10 40’ • Coast vs. Highlands vs. Amazonia:  scale and nature of Inca impacts in different ecological regions. PH DBJ
CJ    

A4b 14:10 14:50 40’ • A regional case-study on Inca impacts:  the Valle del Mantaro. RCP TDA    

A5 14:50 15:30 40’ • Cuzco region:  impacts on the Inca homeland itself:  e.g. populations resettled into the region. BM TDA RF CI TZ 

 15:30 16:00 30’       COFFEE      

A6 16:00 16:50 50’ • The Titicaca Basin:  incl. what role for Incas in reshaping demography, ethnicity and language(s)? PH BS FS   

A7 16:50 17:25 35’ • The Far South:  Cochabamba, N.W. Argentina, Chile. WA KL    

 19:30          DINNER   at  DON CAMILLO & PEPPONE   —   www.doncamillo-leipzig.de      



     
     

session 

starts 

ends 

duration 

  Day 2  —  Saturday 14th June:         
   Immediate Origins:  Cuzco and Around during the LIP, and the Rise of the Incas  

linguistics 

archaeology 

genetics 

(ethno) 
history 

other 

B    CUZCO AND ITS HINTERLAND DURING THE LIP, UP TO AND THE FORMATION OF THE EARLY INCA STATE 
     

B1 09:00 10:30 90’ 

• In and around Cuzco:  from archaeology to ethnolinguistic groups? 
– Reassessing the chronological framework for local Inca consolidation. 
– Associating archaeological patterns (e.g. Killke) with ethnic, linguistic and genetic ones? 

PH 
SK
MG
BS 

LFS TZ ACL 

 10:30 11:00 30’       COFFEE      

C    
FROM CUZCO TO THE WEST:  CHANKA AND CHINCHA  
  DURING THE LIP, AND EARLY INCA EXPANSION INTO CHINCHAYSUYU 

     

C1 11:00 11:45 45’ 
• Who and where were the Chanka?   

– Ethnolinguistic identity, historical and archaeological evidence? 
RCP LK

FM  LK  

C2 11:45 12:30 45’ • Chincha:  the chronology and geography of Chincha’s interactions with the Incas, Chanka and others. RCP FM  CI  

 12:30 14:00 1h30        LUNCH          

D    
FROM CUZCO TO THE SOUTH-EAST:  VILCANOTA AND TITICACA  
  DURING THE LIP, AND EARLY INCA EXPANSION INTO QULLASUYU 

     

D1 14:00 14:45 45’ • The role of pastoralism, and the ‘wari-llaqwash’ relationship. WA KL  KL 
(GU)  

D2 14:45 15:30 45’ 
• Over the Vilcanota Pass:  to/from Titicaca?   

– ‘Aymara’ (?) kingdoms and Inca expansion.  How and when did Aymara spread southwards into the Altiplano?   
PH BS

TDA    

 15:30 16:00 30’       COFFEE      

D2+ 16:00 16:45 45’ • Session D2, continued debate     
  

 19:30          DINNER  at  AUERBACHSKELLER   —   www.auerbachs-keller-leipzig.de      



     
     

session 

starts 

ends 

duration 

  Day 3  —  Sunday 15th June:         Deeper Origins in the Middle Horizon? 

linguistics 

archaeology 

genetics 

(ethno) 
history 

other 

E0 09:00 09:30 30’ 
• Roots of Inca culture in wider, earlier Andean civilisation:  what forms of evidence?   

e.g. Treatment of time, space, astronomy, calendars, the siq’i (ceque) system (Puquina etymologies?), etc..
   TZ  

    DEEPER ORIGINS:  A TIYAWANAKU CONNECTION?  
     

E1 09:30 10:45 75’ 
• What evidence, counter-evidence and hypotheses from the various disciplines? 

– What language did the first Incas speak?  Puquina and the Colla? 
RCP PK KIS  SN 

 10:45 11:15 30’       COFFEE      

    DEEPER ORIGINS:  A WARI CONNECTION? 
     

E2 11:15 12:30 75’ 

• Wari as a forerunner of Tawantinsuyu?  On which levels? 
• Evidence, counter-evidence and hypotheses from the various disciplines. 
• Wari impact on the Cuzco region.  How did Quechua get to the Cuzco region? 

PH MG
SK    

 12:30 13:30 60’ ROUND-UP:  GENERAL DISCUSSION AND PUBLICATION PLANNING 
     

 14:00          LUNCH    no formal plan, but one group will be meeting at  BAYERISCHER BAHNHOF   —   www.bayerischer-bahnhof.de      

     
     

 19:30          DINNER   at  INDIAN PALACE   —   http://indianpalace.junge60.de       

 


